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 CHAMBER BOARD 
MEETING, SPIFFY’S 
RESTAURANT AT 7:00 
AM, LAST TUESDAY OF 
THE MONTH 

 FORUM LUNCHEON 
CANCELED FOR THE 
MONTH OF SEPTEM-

BER. 

 THE CHAMBER   
OFFICE  IS LOCATED 
@ 408 SILVER ST., 
TOLEDO, WA          
(360) 864-8844 

 

South Lewis County  
Chamber of Commerce 

FORUM LUNCH 

For this month has been CANCELED due  

to availability of board members to attend 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Chamber welcomes you to come and attend our first annual ñRiverfest .ò  We will 
be hosting this event on September 18, 2010 from Noon to 10:00pm.    
 
We have two bands that will be playing; ñMalcolm Clark Bandò from Port Orchard, they 
play Jazz and Rhythm and Blues. The other band is ñYurt: 30ò from Olympia.  The two 
men and one woman sing and play music of the 60ôs, 70ôs, and 80ôs.   
 
We will also have a Beer and Wine Garden, provided by Los Pepeôs Mexican Restaurant. 
Los Pepeôs will also have a taco stand, Sandyôs Pizza will sell pizza by the slice and Ez 
Come Ez Go will be selling hamburgers and hot dogs.  Among other vendors there will 
be the Toledo Class of 2012  selling Italian sodas and other items.  Airtime Inflatables 
will have a hopping house for the kids to enjoy.  Be sure to stop by Simply Inspired Im-
ages and say hi to Leta Paine.  Also, say hi to Gregg Pohll of GAP Photos and have your 
picture taken.  Toledo Lioness Club will be selling their cookbooks, these make a great 
gift. Contact the Chamber Office to sign up for the Riverfest Bean Bag Toss Tourna-
ment, entry fee is $5.  

Business After Hours at Los Pepe¬s Mexican Restaurant 

Thursday, September 16th, 4:30pm to 6:30pm 

Hosted by: Rachel Phillipps Insurance & Los Pepe¬s Mexican Restaurant 



Stateôs WorkFirst program takes cuts to balance budget 

Gov. Chris Gregoire has ordered $51 million in spending reductions for the current fiscal year for WorkFirst 

services delivered across five state agencies. The spending adjustment is needed to ensure a balanced budget. 

 

WorkFirst is Washington state's welfare-to-work program. Washington initiated the WorkFirst program in Au-

gust 1997 to help low-income families become self-sufficient by providing training and support services nec-

essary for parents to get a job, keep a job and move up a career ladder. 

WorkFirst expenditures, at about $968 million a year, are spread across the five state agencies and more than 

two dozen distinct services, from cash grants and job placement services to vocational training and emergency 

vouchers. About $320 million of the WorkFirst budget pays for child care subsidies that help WorkFirst fami-

lies and low-income working families who are not on welfare. 

 

The two largest reductions will come from lowering the income eligibility for Working Connections Child 

Care ($14.8 million) and granting fewer "hardship extensions" to WorkFirst families who reach the program's 

60-month time limit ($16.4 million). The income eligibility for child care change will go into effect on Oct. 1 

and the hardship extension change will take place in February 2011. 

 

Even further reductions to the program will be necessary should Congress decide to not extend federal TANF 

Emergency Contingency funding to states beyond Sept. 30 when it comes back from recess next month. This 

is because $62 million in continued federal TANF contingency monies for WorkFirst was written into the state 

budget that was approved earlier this year. 

Report shows more signs of slowing economy 

The U.S. economic recovery appears to be stalling and Washington seems to be following suit, according to 

the latest Washington State Economic and Revenue Forecast Council report. 

 

Washington's economy faltered during May, however, the data for June showed some hopeful signs, the report 

said. The council said the weak results for May reflect a general decline in confidence as a result of the wors-

ening European debt situation rather than a fundamental weakness in the state economy. 

 

"We have very little state data for July, but we continue to expect the state to outperform the U.S. in the recov-

ery," the report said. "Our relatively low export exposure to the Eurozone is yet another reason to expect 

Washington to outperform. Still, the weaker U.S. outlook will inevitably affect the Washington economy."  

 

Major General Fund-State revenue for the July 11, 2010 ï August 10, 2010 collection period was $40.2 mil-

lion (-3.6 percent) lower than the council's June forecast, according to the report. While adjusted Revenue Act 

collections returned to year-over-year growth after one month of decline, collections came in $22.6 million 

(2.3 percent) below the forecast. 

 

The cumulative variance of major GF-S revenue sources since the June forecast is now negative $124.5 mil-

lion (-5.4 percent).  

http://www.businessexaminer.com/blog/states-workfirst-program-takes-cuts/
http://www.businessexaminer.com/blog/report-shows-signs-slowing-economy/


September 2010 Events Calendar 
Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat  

   1  2  

Winlock Lions  

Club Picnic  

3  

Packwood Flea  

Market  

4  

Packwood Flea  

Market  

5  

Packwood Flea  

Market  

6  

Packwood Flea  

Market  

 

 

Labor Day  

7 

 

8  

 

9  

Lewis County     

Symposium  

9:00am ~ 10:00am  

Kit Carson           

Restaurant  

10  

 

11  

 

12  

 

13  

 

14  

 

15  

 

16  

After Hours Event  

Los Pepeõs Mexican 

Restaurant  

4:30 ~ 6:30 pm  

17  

 

18  

ARTrails Studio  Tour  

10:00 am ~ 5:00 pm  

South Lewis County  

Chamber òRiverfest ò 

12:00pm ~ 10:00pm  

19  

ARTrails Studio Tour  

10:00 am ~ 5:00 pm  

20  

 

21  

 

22  

 

23  

 

24  

 

25  

ARTrails Studio  Tour  

10:00 am ~ 5:00 pm  

 

Cowlitz Indian  

Pow Wow  

26  

 

27  

 

28  

Board Meeting  

7:00 am  

Spiffyõs Restaurant 

29  30    

New Members  

GAP Photo, PO Box 654, Winlock, WA 98596, 360-508-7507 

Toledo School District, PO Box 469, Toledo, WA 98591, 360-864-6325 

Member Renewals  

Independence Printing, 712 W. Main Street, Centralia, WA 98531, 360-736-1776 

Villagewinlock Building, 202 NE 1st Street, Winlock, WA 98596, 360-330-5920 

Do you own a small business? Do you know how the new Health Care Law will affect you? Are you interested 

in SBA Loans? This workshop could be for you. 

Lewis County Symposium 

Congressman Brain Baird invites you to join him September 9th in Lewis County for a small business work-

shop to hear directly from the experts on changes in federal law that may impact you. 

Regional leaders of the Small Business Administration, the Internal Revenue Service and Health and Human 

Services will bring you the latest information on how tax credits, health care programs and loan opportunities 

may help you.  Please bring your questions and concerns. 

The Congressman thanks the local Chambers of Commerce, the Economic Development Council, the SBA, 

HHS, and the IRS for their help in coordinating this important meeting.  As space is limited, please RSVP to 

Kendall.hamilton@mail.house.gov.  For more information, please call the Congressmanôs Olympia office at 

(360) 352-9768. 



Board Members 

Rachel Phillipps, Chair 

Rachel Phillipps Insurance  

Mary Garrison, Past President 

Garrison Auctioneers 

Mark Cook, Board Member 

  Cook Engineering and              

Development Services 

Bill Jones, Board Member 

Anchor Bank, Centralia 

Maria Chiechi, Board Member 

Chiechi & Associates 

Dan Godat, Board Member   

Winlock Realty 

Cy Meyers, Director of  

Economic Development 

Jackie Steveson,  Volunteer 

PO Box 607 

Toledo, WA 

98591 

Health Care Corner  

Insurance Reforms:  After the signing of 

the Health Care and Education Afforda-

bility Reconciliation Act of 2010, all exist-

ing health insurance plans will be subject 

to new regulations that prohibit lifetime 

limits, rescissions, and excessive waiting 

periods.  Compliance must be met with  

within 6 months.   

Additionally, a requirement to provide 

coverage for non-dependent children re-

quires them to be able to stay on their par-

entôs policies until age 26.  Prior to 2014, 

the requirement is limited to those adult 

children without an offer of employer-

sponsored coverage.  Also restricts annual 

limits for group health plans and  requires 

all plans (individual and group) to provide 

first dollar coverage for preventive ser-

vices. 

The Lions Club of Winlock  Presents: 2nd Annual Appreciation Picnic 

At the home of Mike & JoAnn Porter, 154 Antrim Rd., Winlock.  Across the covered bridge. 

6:00 pm, Thursday, September 2nd:  Bring the whole family! 

All Chamber members have been invited to attend this event.  Bring your own chairs, beverages, & appetite!  

REMINDER 

If you have any topics you would 

like to be covered in the newsletter, 

please call the Chamber office and 

let us know. We are happy to take 

any suggestions.  We want to pro-

vide coverage on the issues you are 

most interested in .  Contact Jackie 

or Rachel at the Chamber office. 

At 360-864-8844 


